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AKBAR, THE GREAT "

onec number (Zat) was demarketed which indicated the number of
horses and men would an officer maintain. In practice, of course, very
few officers would or be able to keep the stipulated number of soldiers
or horses. As such, Akbar, on the 40th year (1595-96) of his rule
revised the Mansabdari system thoroughly. He classified mansabdars
under him in three categories. The basis of distinction was how many
cavalrymen really a mansabdar should keep as agamst his rank m the
army. From this time the rank of ‘Sawar’ was separated from his Zat
rank. From the next year the two-ranks ‘Zat and Sawar” were settled
permanently.

On the basis of the dual positions of a mansabdar (Zat and Sawar)
the amount of his claims were determined. His Zat would indicate
his personal salary. His ‘Sawar’ rank would determine how much he
would be paid from the royal scoffer for maintenance of horses and
soldiers. According to Moreland, the payment to a ‘sawar was
standardised from 1595 itself. It was 9,600 dam per sawar per
N annum. But Prof. Il,'fan Habib has raised quegtions

S against this view. According to him, if such a simple
payment equation was existent, Abul Fazal must have mentioned
it. Rather, the opposite was true. The process of payment to sawars
were calculated in a very complex fanner which is as follows. In the
first, when aman was given ‘Sawar’ rank a notional amount of payment
was fixed for him. This rate was called ‘Barabardi’ and it existed on

ledgers only. For Irani and Turani Mansabdars this rate was 12000

dams and 9600 dams for Indian mansabdars per Sawar per annum.

In the next stage, the generals would muster their horses and horsemen

soldiers before the ‘bakshi’ for inspection. The ‘bakshi’ then would

evaluate afresh his emolument on the basis of the class and condition
of the horses maintained by him. “Yak-aspa’ or the sawari of one horse
would get Rs. 12—Rs. 25 according to their standards. But this
amount was Rs. 15 for the revenue collectors of the

L emperors ‘Khas’ or Khalisa land. ‘Du-aspa’ or Sawars
Mansabdar of two horses and ‘Shi-aspa’ or sawars of three horses
were, perhaps, paid more than “Yaks aspa’ sawars. On this stage after
a physaical verification of sawars and horses, if it was found
satisfactory, any mansabdar could claim much more amount of moncy
than the primary ‘barabardi’ rate. It is to be noted here that Akbar,
at the 40th year of his rule made certain changes of this rate. As a
result of this change we can find a standard rate of 9600 dam per
annum for the yak-aspa soldiers. This rate was much lesser than the
previous one. This new rate was changeable too. The mansabdars
whose payments were made according to ‘Barabardi’ rate would
seldom keep soldiers and horses at per with their ranks and this was

not expected too.
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